24      Murder of the legate.  The Crusade proclaimed

pected ecclesiastics (1204-6) was not so difficult as that of inducing Ray-
mond to enforce Innocent's sentence calling upon lords to expel heretics
from their fiefs. For this purpose the legate Peter formed a league of the
count's vassals which he invited Raymond to join. On the latter's refusal,
the legate excommunicated him, laid his lands under interdict, and turned
the league of vassals against their over-lord. Menaced both by Innocent
and by the confederation, Raymond yielded and promised adhesion; but
he could scarcely forgive the legate for his action. In January 1208
Peter de Castelnau was murdered by some unknown person.

It was probably a case similar to Becket's, a deed done by some underling
who thought to rid the count of his principal enemy. Opinion set definitely
against Raymond, and Araaud was not slow to use the suspicion (which he
proclaimed as a fact) and the emotions roused by the event. Its main
result was to unite Innocent and his legates in method as well as in aim.
Doubtless at their suggestion the Pope in May 1204 and February 1205
had made his first requests to Philip Augustus for aid in extirpating
Catharism in the south. After gaining nothing he had waited more than
two years and then (November 1207) had written again, on this occasion
holding out to the king and his 'vassals indulgences similar to those
granted for the Holy Land, thereby turning an expedition within the
bounds of Western Christendom into a crusade. Philip hud replied that
he was engaged in a struggle with John Lackland and could not divide
his forces; if the Holy See would guarantee him a firm truce with England,
he would make war for a year; but he would not expend more than a
certain sum. After the legate's death Innocent, having declared the (Jount
of Toulouse excommunicate and absolved his vassals from their oaths of
obedience, sounded the call to arms more urgently, and had the* crusade
* preached throughout northern France. A special mission headed by Car-
dinal Guala di Beccaria was sent to make a great effort with Philip
Augustus. Innocent saw clearly the danger of 1203 repeating itself;
divided counsels and the pressure of over-powerful or irresponsible ele-
ments on the course of the Crusade would be avoided if the sovereign of
the greatest Christian community in the West took the lead or nominated
a deputy to act on his behalf and thereby made the crusade his own.
Philip would do neither. He would allow his vassals to participate, but
they must take their own under-tenants and their supporters, not the
competent mercenaries whom he needed against the "two great lions" on
his flanks, John and Otto. Many lords of the lle-deJFrance, the OrWanais,
and Picardy answered the summons, and a number of prelates, including
the Archbishops of Bourges, Bordeaux, Bheims, and Rouen. Peter de
Vaux-Cernay puts the numbers of the crusading host before Carcassonne
at 50,000 men, probably an extreme 6gure. These forces the legate
Axnaud assembled at Lyons before the end of June 1209.

Meanwhile the tragicomedy of the Count of Toulouse had started,
Raymond first tried to raise a coalition against the crusading army, when